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Abstract.

Introduction. This study examines the challenges and strategies involved in identifying and
analyzing scientific publications from the occupied territories of Crimea, focusing on publishers,
Journals, and institutions operating within the region. The ongoing geopolitical situation, restric-
tions on accessing resources, and limited visibility of local journals in international databases
complicate the process of gathering data about scientific activities in these areas. Method.
The research employed a two-pronged approach combining a manual search process with
the use of scientific databases. The authors conducted a thorough manual search to identify
publishers and institutions associated with journals in the affected regions. Additionally, they
utilized scientific databases to retrieve relevant metadata such as ISSN numbers to support the
identification of relevant journals. Analysis. The analysis focused on overcoming barriers such
as restricted access to Russian websites, limited indexing of journals in international databas-
es, and the fragmented nature of available data. Creative strategies, including leveraging local
networks and institutional contacts, were used to fill gaps in information. Results. The results
indicated that while the manual search and database queries successfully identified several
publications, access to comprehensive and up-to-date data remained a significant challenge.
Despite these obstacles, the combined methods proved effective in pinpointing relevant pub-
lications and institutions in the occupied territories. Conclusions. The study underscores the
complexities of mapping scientific activities in occupied regions, highlighting the importance of
adaptive search strategies and the need for multifaceted approaches to overcome barriers to
information. Further research and international cooperation are necessary to gain a more com-
plete understanding of the scientific landscape in these areas and to support the preservation
of academic integrity in conflict zones.

Keywords: Scientific journals, ISSN registration, bibliometric analysis, occupied territories,
international law, scientometric systems.

INTRODUCTION

Since the occupation of Crimea and parts of Donbas in 2014, Ukraine has faced not only sub-
stantial material and institutional losses in the field of science, but also profound challenges to its
academic sovereignty. The displacement of research institutions, the loss of infrastructure, and the
fragmentation of scientific communities have significantly undermined the country’s capacity to main-
tain a coherent and nationally governed research and development system. While these disruptions
have been widely documented in terms of their impact on research capacity, less attention has been
paid to their implications for the governance and legitimacy of scientific knowledge production.
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In this context, academic sovereignty emerges as a critical analytical and policy concept. It re-
fers to the ability of a state to define, regulate, and recognize scientific activity within its own legal
and institutional framework, including the attribution of affiliations, the validation of research out-
puts, and their integration into national and international scientometric systems. The occupation of
territories disrupts these processes by creating conditions in which scientific institutions, publishers,
and journals may operate outside the jurisdiction of the state, becoming embedded instead in alter-
native regulatory environments.

The case of Crimea is particularly illustrative. Following its occupation, a significant number of
research institutions and academic infrastructures were either relocated, dissolved, or reconstituted
under the jurisdiction of the Russian Federation. This transformation has been accompanied by a
parallel reorganization of the local publishing landscape. Journals have been re-registered, editorial
policies altered, and institutional affiliations reassigned, often without clear continuity or transpar-
ency. As a result, scientific publications originating from Crimea occupy an ambiguous position:
formally linked to institutions located in occupied territory, yet frequently integrated into external
bibliometric and indexing systems under modified identities.

These developments pose a number of challenges for Ukraine’s state policy in the field of re-
search and development. The lack of reliable access to information about publishing activities in
occupied territories complicates the monitoring and evaluation of scientific output. It also raises
questions about the legitimacy of such publications, the proper attribution of authorship and institu-
tional affiliation, and the risks of their implicit recognition within international scientific databases. In
turn, this affects the integrity of national research assessment systems and undermines efforts to
ensure compliance with international standards of research ethics and academic integrity.

Against this background, this study focuses on the problem of identifying and analyzing scientif-
ic publications originating from the occupied territory of Crimea. By examining publishers, journals,
and affiliated institutions, the research aims to contribute to a more systematic understanding of
how scientific communication is reshaped under conditions of occupation and how these transfor-
mations intersect with issues of academic sovereignty and state R&D policy.

THIS STUDY’S FOCUS

The loss of scientific institutions and research infrastructure in Crimea has had wide-ranging
consequences for Ukraine’s scientific and educational landscape. Rather than attempting to cover
all these dimensions, this study concentrates on a more specific issue: the publishing activities of
scientific institutions that continue to operate in the temporarily occupied territory.

The empirical scope of the research is limited to the Crimean Peninsula. This limitation is pri-
marily methodological, as the identification and verification of relevant journals rely on manual pro-
cedures. At the same time, Crimea represents a particularly important case due to the historical
continuity of its research institutions and their role within Ukraine’s academic system prior to the
occupation.

Accordingly, the study focuses on scientific journals associated with institutions based in Crimea,
examining their current status and publishing practices.

The issue of academic publishing in occupied or unrecognized territories deserves closer at-
tention because it directly affects the reliability of scholarly communication and the broader norms
that underpin academic work. In contexts where internationally recognized governance is absent,
publishing practices may develop in ways that do not fully align with established standards, which
raises concerns about transparency and accountability.

One of the key challenges is the unauthorized continuation, replication, or rebranding of aca-
demic journals. When such journals operate outside commonly accepted publishing frameworks,
it becomes difficult for researchers to assess the credibility of the material they produce. This
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uncertainty can, in turn, weaken trust not only in individual journals but also in the wider system of
scholarly communication.

Another concern relates to the circulation of questionable or contested content presented as
academic research. Without effective quality control, such publications may contribute to the spread
of misleading interpretations or unverified claims. Over time, this can affect academic discourse,
influence policy debates, and complicate international research cooperation.

In addition, the lack of clear guidance for how international publishers, repositories, and index-
ing databases should engage with entities in occupied territories creates a grey area. In practice,
this may lead to inconsistent decisions and, in some cases, unintended recognition of actors oper-
ating outside internationally accepted legal frameworks.

Addressing these issues requires a combination of analytical and practical efforts. Developing
clearer monitoring approaches, refining existing policies, and formulating applicable recommen-
dations would help reduce uncertainty and support more consistent decision-making. Such steps
are also important for protecting intellectual property, encouraging responsible data practices, and
limiting the misuse of academic platforms.

AIM

The aim of this research is to identify and analyse scientific journals and publishers operating
in the temporarily occupied territories that demonstrate practices inconsistent with the principles
of academic integrity and, where applicable, with international legal norms. The study examines
issues such as non-transparent editorial processes, questionable publishing practices, and the use
of scholarly outputs in ways that may disadvantage original authors or institutions.

Particular attention is given to the extent to which these journals and publishers align with widely
accepted international standards of academic publishing. This includes considerations related to edi-
torial oversight, peer review procedures, authorship practices, and the handling of intellectual property.

The research also explores situations in which publishing activities may intersect with broader
legal and ethical concerns, including respect for intellectual property rights, the status of institu-
tions operating under occupation, and the preservation of academic freedom. Rather than making
generalised claims, the study seeks to document specific patterns and cases that illustrate these
challenges.

By systematising this evidence, the research aims to contribute to ongoing discussions on re-
sponsible academic publishing in complex political contexts. More broadly, it seeks to support ef-
forts to strengthen transparency, reinforce adherence to international standards, and maintain trust
in scholarly communication.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation in 2014 has had profound implications for
scientific research and academic publishing in the region. This literature review examines the im-
pact of occupation on scientific institutions, the appropriation of academic outputs, and the broader
challenges to academic integrity and international law.

The annexation led to the disruption of key Ukrainian research institutions located in Crimea,
such as the Institute of Biology of the Southern Seas (IBSS) and the Marine Hydrophysical Institute
(MHI). These institutions were integral to marine biology, geology, and climatology studies. The
occupation resulted in the loss of unique scientific equipment, data repositories, and the displace-
ment of researchers. Consequently, Ukraine’s capacity to monitor and study the Black Sea’s marine
environment was significantly diminished. The Ukrainian Scientific Center of Ecology of the Sea
(UkrSCES) in Odesa has attempted to fill this gap but faces challenges due to restricted access to
the Black Sea and limited resources.
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Occupying authorities have systematically appropriated academic outputs from Crimean in-
stitutions. Journals previously registered under Ukrainian ISSN numbers have been re-registered
under the Russian system, effectively obscuring their Ukrainian origins. For instance, the «Crimean
Journal of Internal Diseases» is now published under Russian auspices. This re-registration under-
mines Ukraine’s sovereignty and complicates the tracking of academic publications from occupied
territories. A study analyzing affiliations in the INSPIRE-HEP database found over 70 instances
where institutions from occupied Ukrainian territories were listed as part of the Russian Federation,
highlighting the extent of this issue (Berger-Hrynova, 2024).

The rebranding and re-registration of academic journals from occupied territories pose signifi-
cant challenges to academic integrity and international law. These practices can lead to misinfor-
mation, as research from these journals may be disseminated under false pretenses. A report by
Chemical & Engineering News highlighted concerns about the increasing number of papers citing
universities in occupied Ukrainian territories as Russian institutions, raising questions about the
legitimacy and oversight of such publications (Chawla, D. S. 2024)

The international academic community faces difficulties in addressing these challenges due to
the complexities of verifying journal origins and affiliations. The ISSN International Centre provides
guidelines for requesting ISSNs and emphasizes the importance of accurate information in the reg-
istration process.

However, the re-registration of journals from occupied territories complicates bibliometric anal-
yses and the enforcement of sanctions, as these publications may be inadvertently included in
international databases.

Additionally to the previously discussed aspects, it is important to pay attention to specific sci-
entific studies and articles that analyze the impact of the occupation on scientific activity and publi-
cations in Crimea and other temporarily occupied territories of Ukraine.

A article Simulation of Scientific Staff Training in Temporarily Occupied Territories of Donetsk
and Luhansk Regions examines trends in the training of scientific personnel in the temporarily occu-
pied territories. The authors note that there is a lack of objective information about the actual state
of education and science in these areas, which complicates decision-making, highlighting the need
for further research in this area (Shopina, 2022).

These studies provide a deeper understanding of the impact of occupation on scientific activi-
ties and publications in Ukraine, emphasizing the need for further research and international coop-
eration to preserve academic integrity and support Ukrainian science.

Russia’s military aggression against Ukraine has had a profound effect on scientific collabora-
tions and research output in the country. A detailed bibliometric analysis by Ostapenko et al. (2023)
examined the impact of this conflict on scientific literature, reviewing publications from 2014 to 2023.
The study employed tools like the Bibliometrix R package and InfraNodus to analyze publication
trends, subject areas, and international collaboration patterns. The findings revealed a significant
shift in research focus after February 24, 2022, with increased attention on framing the conflict as
a full-scale war and exploring its broader global impacts, such as on energy and food security. The
analysis also identified gaps in the existing literature, suggesting areas for further study to better
understand the war’s consequences and to support Ukraine’s post-conflict reconstruction efforts.

In a previous study, Nazarovets (2017) explored the dynamics of Ukrainian-Russian scientific
cooperation during the early years of the conflict (2014-2016). By analyzing data from the Scop-
us database, the research uncovered a sharp decline in joint publications between Ukrainian and
Russian institutions, especially after 2014. While collaborations in major international projects con-
tinued, the study highlighted the detrimental effects of military conflict on bilateral scientific cooper-
ation. These findings are essential for shaping science development policies in Ukraine, emphasiz-
ing the need to adjust collaborative approaches in light of geopolitical tensions.
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The global scientific community has also reacted to the invasion. An article in Nature shed light
on the experiences of Ukrainian researchers who have persisted in their work despite the ongoing
conflict. For example, neuroscientist Sergiy Sylantyev volunteered to defend Ukraine shortly after
the invasion in February 2022, exemplifying the resilience and determination of Ukrainian scientists
in times of crisis.

Additionally, discussions about science diplomacy have surfaced, focusing on the role of inter-
national collaboration in tackling global challenges during times of geopolitical strife. A commentary
in Frontiers Policy Labs stressed the importance of fostering cooperation between Russian and
Ukrainian scientists, despite the ongoing war. The article called for strategic measures to rebuild
Ukraine’s scientific infrastructure and integrate it into the European Research Area, advocating for
scientific collaboration as a potential bridge between warring nations.

In addition to peer-reviewed academic sources, this study draws on selected journalistic and
analytical materials (e.g., Krym.Realii, Suspilne, Argumentua) as supplementary factual evidence.
These sources are used specifically to document individual cases of institutional transformation,
changes in journal registration practices, and the use of identifiers (ISSN) in temporarily occupied
territories (Argumentua, 2024; Krym.Realii, 2024; Suspilne, 2024). While these materials do not
constitute academic research in the strict sense, they provide valuable empirical insights into ongo-
ing processes that are not yet fully captured in scholarly literature. Accordingly, a clear distinction is
maintained between peer-reviewed studies and journalistic sources throughout the analysis.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The study was carried out in several stages. The initial phase focused on mapping scientific
institutions located in the temporarily occupied territory of the Crimean Peninsula in order to identify
those potentially involved in publishing activities. This step provided a baseline for further investiga-
tion of journals and publishing entities that continue to operate under the current conditions.

Given the limited visibility of many of these journals, a manual identification approach was
adopted as a core method. Searches were conducted using the names of institutions, publishers,
and affiliated organizations, primarily through open online sources. This approach proved neces-
sary because a considerable number of journals from the region are not indexed in major interna-
tional databases or are only partially represented there. As a result, conventional bibliometric tools
alone were insufficient for comprehensive identification.

To ensure greater methodological transparency, additional criteria for the inclusion and assess-
ment of journals were applied. The study focused on journals that demonstrated at least minimal
evidence of publishing activity after 2014 and could be linked directly or indirectly to institutions
located in the occupied territory of Crimea. Inclusion required the presence of verifiable identifiers
(such as ISSN), traceable publisher or institutional affiliation, and at least partial accessibility of pub-
lication records (e.g., via websites, archives, or database entries). Journals lacking any verifiable
metadata or those for which no evidence of continued activity after 2014 could be established were
excluded from the core sample, although they were noted separately where relevant.

The temporal scope of the analysis covered the period from 2014 to 2024, allowing for the ob-
servation of structural changes in publishing practices following the occupation, including re-regis-
tration, renaming, and shifts in institutional affiliation. Particular attention was paid to discontinuities
in journal histories and inconsistencies in metadata, which may indicate attempts to reframe or
obscure institutional identity.

As a result of the combined search and verification procedures, a total of 27 journals were iden-
tified as potentially operating within or in connection with the occupied territory. Of these, 9 jour-
nals demonstrated characteristics that may be interpreted as problematic or ambiguous from the
perspective of research integrity and academic affiliation. These characteristics included, inter alia,
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unclear publisher provenance, inconsistencies in ISSN usage, discrepancies between declared and
actual institutional affiliations, and irregularities in editorial transparency.

While these figures should be interpreted with caution given the limitations outlined above, they
provide an empirical basis for identifying broader patterns in the transformation of the regional pub-
lishing landscape. Importantly, the use of clearly defined inclusion criteria and a specified temporal
framework enhances the reproducibility of the approach and allows for its ganeHenwe refinement
in subsequent studies.

The data collection process was further complicated by restricted access to a number of online
resources, including websites hosted in the Russian domain. These limitations affected the availa-
bility of primary information and required the use of alternative strategies. In practice, this involved
consulting archived web content, cross-referencing multiple sources, and drawing on professional
networks within the academic community to verify the existence and status of specific journals.
Where possible, institutional affiliations and publication histories were checked against independent
sources to improve reliability.

In parallel, selected international and regional scientific databases were used to supplement the
manual search. Although coverage of journals from the occupied territories was limited and some-
times outdated, these databases provided useful metadata, including ISSN identifiers, publisher
information, and partial indexing records. This information made it possible to confirm journal iden-
tities and, in some cases, trace changes in titles, publishers, or institutional affiliations over time.

To improve consistency, the collected data were systematised according to a set of basic cri-
teria, including journal title, publisher, institutional affiliation, availability of website, indexing status,
and evidence of publishing activity after 2014. When discrepancies were identified, priority was
given to information confirmed by multiple independent sources.

The combination of manual search, database analysis, and cross-verification allowed for a
more reliable identification of journals operating in the region. At the same time, the fragmented
nature of available data, together with ongoing access restrictions, means that the resulting dataset
should be interpreted as indicative rather than exhaustive.

Despite these constraints, the applied approach makes it possible to reconstruct key elements
of the publishing landscape in the occupied territory and to identify patterns that would be difficult to
capture through a single method. This mixed methodology also provides a basis for further refine-
ment, including the potential use of automated monitoring tools and expanded collaboration with
international indexing services in future research.

DISCUSSIONS AND RESULTS

In the first stage of the research, a comprehensive analysis was conducted to identify all aca-
demic and research institutions, as well as higher education establishments, that were lost or signif-
icantly affected as a result of the occupation. This stage involved systematically reviewing available
records, registries, and databases to compile a detailed list of institutions that had ceased oper-
ations, relocated, or experienced disruptions in their activities. The analysis focused not only on
universities and research centers but also on smaller institutions, such as specialized academies,
scientific societies, and think tanks, to ensure that the full extent of the impact was documented.

Special attention was given to assessing the geographical distribution of these institutions, their
previous contributions to academic and scientific advancement, and the specific areas of research
they represented. By mapping out the affected institutions, the study provided a clear picture of the
extent of the academic losses and disruptions caused by the occupation, laying the groundwork
for further investigation into their publications and research outputs. This initial step was crucial for
establishing the context and scope of the study, as it allowed researchers to understand the broader
implications of the occupation on the academic and research landscape.
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So, the annexation of Crimea resulted in the disruption of numerous scientific and educational
institutions. This loss extends beyond marine research, affecting a wide array of disciplines and
facilities. Among the most significant are:

1. Marine Research and Conservation:

e Two dolphinariums (Sevastopol Dolphinarium and Karadag Dolphinarium).

e Marine reserves, such as Swan Islands in the Karkinit Bay and others critical for bird
migration.

e The training sailing ship Khersones, associated with the Kerch Marine Institute, was
seized.

2. Scientific Research on Land:

o Natural Reserves and Botanical Gardens: Karadag Nature Reserve, Nikitsky Botanical
Garden (the oldest in Ukraine), and mountain-forest reserves in Yalta and Alushta.
e Archival and Museum Collections:

o Simferopol and Sevastopol archives.

o Central Museum of Tavrida and its Golden Treasury, Kerch Museum of Local His-
tory and its Golden Treasury.

o Art museums: Aivazovsky Gallery in Feodosia, Simferopol Art Museum, and the
Sevastopol Art Museum named after M. Kroshitsky.

o Cultural landmarks: Bakhchisarai Khan’s Palace Museum, Chersonesus Museum,
and iconic literary museums such as those of A. P. Chekhov and Lesya Ukrainka
in Yalta, Pushkin in Gurzuf, A. Grin in Feodosia and Old Crimea, M. Voloshin in
Koktebel, and I. Selvinsky in Simferopol.

o Scientific Facilities:

o Astrophysical observatories in Nauchnyi, Simeiz, and Blyukhera Bay.

o Space research centers in Yevpatoria and Shkilne.

o Libraries: Republican Library named after lvan Franko in Simferopol and its valuable
collection of books.

3. Higher Education Institutions:

e The loss of universities and colleges has disrupted the educational process, scientific
research, and international collaborations. These institutions include:

o Tavriya National University named after V. |. Vernadskyi.

Crimea State Medical University.

Crimea Agrarian University.

Crimean Academy of Environmental and Resort Construction.

Yalta Institute of Humanities.

Kerch Maritime University.

Crimean Engineering and Pedagogical University (established by Crimean Tatar
scholars led by Hero of Ukraine Fevzi Yakubov).

o Sevastopol National Technical University.

o Sevastopol National Nuclear University.

Prior to the annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation, Ukraine was home to five scien-
tific research institutions that conducted applied and fundamental marine studies. These included
the Ukrainian Scientific Center of Ecology of the Sea (UkrSCES) in Odesa, the Southern Insti-
tute of Fisheries and Oceanography (YugNIRO) in Kerch, the Institute of Biology of the Southern
Seas (IBSS), the Marine Hydrophysical Institute (MHI), and the Marine Department of the Ukrainian
Hydrometeorological Institute in Sevastopol. YugNIRO also operated smaller branches in Odesa
and Berdiansk. Notably, the only research vessel capable of conducting maritime expeditions was
based in Sevastopol and was illegally seized by Russia during the occupation of Crimea.

o 0O 0 0O O ©
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Currently, due to the ongoing war, Ukraine’s scientific fleet remains inactive. The responsibilities
tied to international agreements on marine environmental monitoring, fisheries, and other maritime
activities now fall to the few scientific institutions that have been preserved.

The UkrSCES, under the Ministry of Environmental Protection of Ukraine, is the cornerstone of
Ukraine’s marine ecological monitoring system. As the leading state research institution in this field
and a Regional Activity Center for the implementation of the Bucharest Convention, UkrSCES plays
a critical role in assessing the Black Sea’s marine environment in line with EU standards. However,
military actions have rendered expeditionary missions in the Black Sea impossible, creating a sig-
nificant gap in data collection and environmental monitoring.

Another pressing issue is the absence of an ichthyological component in the national marine
ecological monitoring system, despite EU directives requiring the assessment of fish population
parameters as a mandatory part of evaluating the marine environment’s overall ecological status.

The annexation of Crimea disrupted the operations of key institutions like YugNIRO. The Odesa
Center of YugNIRO is currently barely functional, with no resources for maritime data collection or
research. Lacking its own facilities, it operates from rented premises under severe financial con-
straints. Meanwhile, the former Azov Branch of YugNIRO, reorganized in 2014 as the Institute of
Fisheries and Marine Ecology (IFME), is located in occupied territory.

Marine geological research has also been severely impacted. At the time of the annexation,
Ukraine lacked specialized marine geological research institutions, relying instead on the Marine
Geological and Geophysical Expedition of the Black Sea Geological Prospecting State Enterprise
(Prychornomor DRGP). The fleet of Prychornomor DRGP has deteriorated significantly, with no
ships meeting seaworthiness standards or having functional crews.

The National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (NASU) also conducted significant marine re-
search before the annexation. However, most of its infrastructure and personnel in Crimea re-
mained under occupation. Only the former Odesa Branch of the Institute of Biology of the Southern
Seas, now the Institute of Marine Biology, continues to function as a relatively independent research
institution on mainland Ukraine.

The full-scale invasion in 2022 has exacerbated these challenges. Hostilities and the occupation
of coastal regions have hindered scientific vessels’ ability to operate, disrupting marine research,
fisheries monitoring, and geological exploration. Infrastructure damage, including the destruction
of monitoring equipment and vessels, has further crippled research capabilities. For instance, re-
search vessels seized during Crimea’s occupation are irretrievably lost.

Additionally, the reduction in state funding due to wartime expenses has placed critical financial
pressure on scientific institutions, limiting their ability to function effectively. The lack of resources,
combined with the inability to ensure researchers’ safety during fieldwork, has significantly impaired
Ukraine’s capacity to meet international research and monitoring standards.

These institutions possessed a robust scientific potential, research, and educational infrastruc-
ture, as well as research fleets capable of conducting studies and monitoring the state of the ma-
rine environment. They accumulated, processed, and analyzed hydrological, geological, and other
types of data. These organizations represented Ukraine in international scientific programs, in-
cluding those of the European Union (EU), the World Meteorological Organization (WMO), and the
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), specifically for Black Sea oceanographic research.

Notably, these institutions housed unique databases, particularly at YUGNIRO, the Marine Hy-
drophysical Institute, and the Odessa Branch of the Ukrainian Research Hydrometeorological In-
stitute. These data repositories had no equivalents elsewhere, but the majority of these invaluable
resources were left in Crimea.

The cessation of these institutions’ work for Ukraine has led to the loss of a significant number
of highly qualified specialists in oceanology, marine ecology, and marine resource management.
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Before 2014, Crimean experts constituted 100% of NAS academicians and corresponding mem-
bers in these fields under the Department of Earth Sciences. Furthermore, most of Ukraine’s doc-
tors and candidates of

Ukraine has been effectively left without scientific centers and organizations capable of collect-
ing and processing information about the state of the marine environment or developing applied
diagnostic and prognostic software systems. These systems previously provided critical information
to Ukrainian stakeholders regarding the resources of the Black Sea, its coastal areas, estuaries,
and river mouths.

Some higher education institutions that trained specialists in marine fields were also located in
Crimea and are no longer accessible to Ukraine.

The interruption of educational and research processes has destroyed scientific schools, halted
international contacts, and brought joint international studies to a standstill.

In the second stage of the research, a combination of automated and manual approaches was
employed to identify scientific publications associated with the affected institutions. Machine-assist-
ed searches were conducted using scientometric databases, leveraging metadata such as ISSN
numbers, journal titles, and publisher information to locate relevant academic journals. These data-
bases provided a structured and efficient way to filter and retrieve publications potentially linked to
the institutions that were identified in the first stage.

In parallel, manual verification was performed for each institution to ensure comprehensive cov-
erage and accuracy. This involved reviewing the official websites, archives, and available records
of the institutions to identify any scientific journals they may have published. Special attention was
given to publications that might not be indexed in major scientometric databases, particularly small-
er or regionally-focused journals that could have limited visibility.

This dual approach combining automated searches with meticulous manual verification was
essential to ensure the completeness of the data. It also allowed researchers to cross-check and
validate findings, ensuring that no relevant scientific publication was overlooked in the process. The
results of this stage formed the foundation for a detailed analysis of publishing activities and their
compliance with academic and legal standards.

During the course of the research, several notable issues were identified. One significant ex-
ample concerns the Kerch Maritime Technological University, which is the publisher of the journal
Visnyk of the Maritime University. A detailed examination of the journal’s records revealed discrep-
ancies in its official registration information.

When accessing the ISSN database, it becomes apparent that the journal is listed as being reg-
istered in Rostov-on-Don, Russia. However, the publisher Kerch Maritime Technological University
is legally based in Kerch, Crimea, a territory internationally recognized as part of Ukraine but cur-
rently under occupation. This discrepancy raises serious concerns about the manipulation of legal
and institutional frameworks to align with the occupier’s jurisdiction (Fig. 1).

The registration of the journal in Rostov-on-Don creates a facade of legitimacy under Russian
control, undermining the principles of international law and academic integrity. By transferring the
journal’s legal registration to Russia, the occupying forces aim to erase its Ukrainian origin and
reframe it as a Russian publication. This practice not only violates Ukraine’s sovereignty but also
highlights broader issues of academic appropriation and the weaponization of research outputs in
occupied territories.

Moreover, the situation complicates the traceability and accountability of the journal’s opera-
tions. The shift in registration might allow the publisher to bypass international sanctions and gain
access to Russian academic and scientometric networks while distancing itself from its original ju-
risdiction. It also poses challenges for bibliometric analysis and complicates the accurate attribution
of academic outputs to their rightful institutions and regions.
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This case exemplifies the systematic efforts to integrate occupied academic institutions and
their outputs into the Russian educational and scientific infrastructure. Such practices represent
a breach of international norms and highlight the need for targeted measures to protect academic
sovereignty and ensure the integrity of scholarly communication originating from occupied regions.

Another example is the registration of scientific journals with a Ukrainian ISSN at the Book
Chamber of Ukraine (Fig. 2). This matter requires a comprehensive and meticulous review by the
Book Chamber, particularly to address the issue of publications registered from occupied territo-
ries. The presence of such journals within the national registry raises critical concerns about their
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Corporate contributor: KepueHcKuit rocyapCTBEHHBIA MOPCKOW TEXHONOTMUYECKUA YHUBEPCUTET

Corporate contributor: Azovskij naucno-issledovatel'skij institut rybnogo hozajstva

Corporate contributor: AZNIIRH

Corporate contributor: Ker&enskij gosudarstvennyj morskoj tehnologiceskij universitet

Corporate contributor: ABHUUPX

Corporate contributor: Kerch State Marine Technelogy University

Earliest publisher: PocToe-Ha-[loHy: A30BCKMil HaY4YHO-MCCIEA0BaTENLCKMIA MHCTHTYT phIGHOrC Xo3AicTBa

Earliest publisher: Rostov-na-Donu: Azovskij nauéno-issledovatel'skij institut rybnogo hozéjstva

Dates of publication: 2018- 9999

Frequency: Quarterly

Type of resource: Periodical

Language: Multiple languages

I anauace (other)” Russian Fnalish

Fig. 1. The journals from the Kerch (Crimea) registered as from Rostov-on-Don

A Identifiers

Key-title Bulleten' Gosudarstv go Nikitskogo b iceskogo sada
0513-1634
N
0513-1634
V3 Title proper: Bllleten' Gosudarstvennogo Nikitskogo botani€eskogo sada. Bionnetexs lNocygapcteeHHoro HukuTCcKoro BotaHuueckoro caja.
III Parallel title: Bulletin of the State Nikita Botanical Gardens
~ Links Other variant fitle: Billeten' (Gosudarstvennyj Nikitskij opytnyj botaniceskij sad)
Other variant title: Balleten' Nikitskogo botanigeskogo sada
Other variant title: Bllleten' GNBS
Country: Ukraine
Medium: Print
Y

Last modification date: 19/02/2024
Type of record: Confirmed
SSN Center responsible of the record: ISSN Centre for Ukraine

For all potential issues concerning this bibliographic record (missing or wrong data etc.), please contact the ISSN National Centre mentioned above by clicking on the link.

Fig. 2. Journal from Crimea registered in Ukrainian ISSN Center
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compliance with Ukrainian legislation, the accuracy of metadata, and potential misuse of scientific
platforms for propagandistic or illegitimate purposes.

A systematic approach to identifying and managing these journals is essential. This includes
creating a clear framework for verifying the origin of submissions, ensuring proper affiliation of au-
thors and institutions, and maintaining the credibility of Ukraine’s national bibliographic and sciento-
metric systems. Additionally, collaboration with international ISSN agencies and partners could help
align national practices with global standards, strengthening the reputation of Ukrainian research
outputs on the global stage.

The registration process must not only focus on technical and procedural aspects but also con-
sider the broader implications for national security, scientific integrity, and the resilience of Ukraine’s
research infrastructure in the context of ongoing challenges. A proactive and transparent strategy
led by the Book Chamber of Ukraine can play a pivotal role in safeguarding the credibility of Ukrain-
ian science and ensuring it remains a trusted part of the global academic community.

The majority of journals from the occupied territories are simply registered through the Russian
ISSN Center without specifying the exact city or the affiliated scientific institution of the publisher
(Fig. 8). This lack of transparency raises significant concerns about the integrity and authenticity
of these publications. By omitting specific details, such as the geographical location or institutional
affiliation, these journals create ambiguity about their origins, undermining their credibility and po-
tentially violating international norms for ISSN registration.

Another method of registering scientific journals from Crimea involves registering them abroad.
As illustrated in the example below, a journal affiliated with the so-called Crimean Federal University
was registered in 2015 by the International ISSN Center in Paris (Fig. 4). This practice highlights
a significant loophole in the global ISSN registration system, allowing publications from occupied
territories to gain international recognition under the guise of legitimacy.

Such cases raise serious concerns about the violation of international law and the misuse of
global bibliographic systems to legitimize academic institutions established under illegal occupa-
tion. By registering journals abroad, occupying authorities bypass scrutiny, enabling these publi-
cations to circulate within the international academic community without clear identification of their
origins or affiliations. This not only undermines Ukraine’s sovereignty but also damages the integrity
of the global scientific publishing ecosystem.

To address this issue, the relevant state authorities in Ukraine must conduct a thorough au-
dit of such cases and formally appeal to the international community, including the ISSN Inter-

A ldentifiers
Key-title Trudy Karadagskoj nauénoj stancii im. TI. Vazemskogo - prirodnogo zapovednika RAN

2712-9586

N

2712-9586

v Title proper: Trudy Karadagskoj naucnoj stancii im. T.I. Vdzemskogo - prirodnogo zapovednika RAN. Tpyael Kapaparckoii HayuHoi ctadyum um. T.1A.

m BAzemckoro - NpUponHoro 3anoseaHuka PAH.
Link Parallel title: Proceedings of T.|. Vyazemsky Karadag Scientific Station -Nature Reserve of the RAS
~
Lk Country: Russian Federation
Medium: Print

N

Last modification date: 11/06/2024
Type of record: Confirmed

SSN Center responsible of the record- 1ISSN National Centre for the Russian Federation

For all potential issues concerning this bibliographic record [missing or wrong data etc.), please contact the ISSN National Centre mentioned above by clicking on the link.

Fig. 3. A scientific journal registered with the Russian ISSN Center without indicating the publisher’s location
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Qenepainioe 0dpazoBaTeILI0E ABTOHOMIIOE YUPEKIeNNe BLICIIET0
obpaszosanns «Kpuivmexnii deepainunii
vuusepenrer uym. B. H. Bepuaackoros

peanaraem Bam nybamxainio cBoMX TPYAOE B HAYUIOM Kypiiane
ITIpobnemol coepemernozo

nedazo2uuecxo20 o6paszoearust
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J0iHb! DBITE ONYGINKOBAHEL OCHOBHBIE HAYYHBIE PESV/IBTATE IMCCEPTALIIT HL
COHCKAHME }"‘-JBHUH CTENEHN KEHAMIHNTY HAYE, HEL COHCKRHNE }"'IUHﬂi.I CIelNeHn
AOKTOPL HAYK.

Hopsngoneii novep aypuana & Hepeune BAK
mo cocroanmo na 15.02.2018 — 1455 (crpannua [epeuns 177)

CRILIETEIRCTRO O PEIICTPAIN CPEICTEL MACCOROT HHQOPMAIIH

MutHBCTRPCTBL CBAIN 1 MACCOBBIX KOMMYHuKQ Poceniicroin ®euepaumn
MH Ne @C 77-61807 or 18 man 2015 1.
Avpran BXOANT B HAYKOMETPHYECKY IO cncremy PHHIL
(muenons e orosop Nal71-03/2014).

Kypua saperncrpuposan 8 Memaysapoanom Lesrpe ISSN s [Mapsexe

(maeHTH]pUKEUNOHHLI HoMep nevarnol sepomn: ISSN 2311-1305),

aeitcreysouyii npn noaaepxre KHECKO » Mpassreiasersa Opakim,

[Ipne:u crareii NPOHIBOARTCH N0 CIEAYHOUHM HalpaBjIennanM:
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ITcuxonozuneckue nayxu
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[ ][111:'.1 Aok, Tercros craren o 16.04 2018

AHypHais paccsiaoTes Ha yKarHHb aapec seper 20 padounx aueil nowie aarsl

Fig. 4. A journal affiliated with the so-called Crimean Federal University was registered in 2015 by the International
ISSN Center in Paris

national Centre and UNESCO, which oversees the ISSN system. Advocacy efforts should aim
to raise awareness about the implications of allowing journals from occupied territories to en-
ter the global academic landscape unchallenged. Clear policies and stricter verification mecha-
nisms must be introduced to ensure that no journal from occupied territories can be registered
or recognized internationally without proper scrutiny of its origins and adherence to international
standards.

CONCLUSIONS

The annexation of Crimea has severely disrupted scientific and educational institutions, impact-
ing a wide range of disciplines and facilities. Research highlights systematic efforts by occupying
forces to appropriate academic outputs, including the registration of journals under Russian juris-
diction to obscure their Ukrainian origins. This practice undermines international law, academic
integrity, and bibliometric accuracy, while complicating sanctions enforcement. A dual approach of
manual verification and scientometric analysis is essential to document the scale of these issues
and advocate for international measures to safeguard academic sovereignty and prevent the mis-
use of research outputs from occupied territories.

Analyzing this situation highlights several key challenges. First, the lack of specific information
impedes the ability of Ukrainian and international institutions to track and verify the authenticity of
these journals. Second, the registration of these publications under a foreign system undermines
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Ukraine’s sovereignty and national bibliographic records, particularly during an active conflict. Fi-
nally, the absence of clear affiliation raises concerns about the quality and reliability of the research
published in these journals, potentially eroding trust in the broader academic community.

Addressing this issue requires a multi-faceted response. Ukrainian authorities, particularly
the Book Chamber of Ukraine and relevant scientometric bodies, should conduct a detailed audit
to identify journals originating from the occupied territories. Efforts should also be made to raise
awareness among international ISSN agencies about the misuse of registration practices in these
cases, advocating for stricter policies and greater transparency in the global ISSN system. Moreo-
ver, Ukraine should continue to work on strengthening its own scientometric systems, ensuring that
all publications registered within its framework meet rigorous standards of transparency, affiliation,
and authenticity.

The registration of journals from occupied territories by the Russian ISSN Center without clear
affiliation represents a deliberate attempt to obscure their origins and undermine academic integrity.
A coordinated and strategic response is necessary to safeguard Ukraine’s scientific reputation and
uphold the principles of transparency and accountability in global scientific publishing.

The registration of journals from the occupied territories, such as Crimea, by international or-
ganizations not only legitimizes the actions of occupying authorities but also poses a threat to the
integrity of global scientific collaboration. It is imperative for Ukraine, in collaboration with interna-
tional partners, to take decisive action to prevent such cases in the future, advocate for the exclu-
sion of these journals from global bibliographic databases, and safeguard the principles of acade-
mic integrity and international law.
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[ig 4ac nigrotoBkun Uiei po6oTn aBTopy BUKOpUCTOBYBanM Gemini 3 4551 nepeknagy ta pegary-
BaHHs1 TeKcTy. licrisi BUKOpUCTaHHS LUbOro IHCTPYMEHTY/cepBicy aBTopu rnepesipunv Ta sigpenarysaim
BMICT 3a roTpebu Ta HecyTb NMoBHY BIANOBIAasIbHICTb 3a 3MICT ry6riikayii.

MPOBNEMATUKA HAYKOBUX MYB/IKALIA HA OKYNOBAHUX
TEPUTOPIAX IK CKNAAOBA AEPXABHOT NONITUKN Y CPEPI
HAAKP HA MPUKAAAI KPUMY

AHorTtauyis.

Bcetyn. Y gocnigxxeHHi po3rnsgaroTeCs nigxoau ta TpyAHOLYI ineHTugbikawii vi aHasnidy Hay-
KoBUX ryo6likayivi i3 TMM4YacoBO OKYroBaHoi Teputopii Kpumy, 30Kkpema Lisi/ibHiCTb BuaaBLiB,
XYpHasiB Ta HayKoBUX YCTaHOB, LLO (DYHKLIOHYIOTb y LibOMY perioHi. [loTo4YHa reornonitnyHa
cUTyavisi, 06MeXXeHn JOCTyr [0 IHPopMaLiviHUX pecypcCiB i HU3bKa MpeacTaB/IeHICTb Micle-
BUX BUAAHb Yy MIDKHaPOQHUX HAYKOMETPUYHUX 6a3ax CyTTEBO YCKIa[HKWTL 30ip i Bepudi-
Kauyito gaHux rpo HaykoBy fisifibHICTL. MeToaun. Y [ocnigkXeHHi 3acTocoBaHO KOMOGIHOBaHUM
nigxig, Lo rnoeaHye pyYHUU MOLLYK | BUKOPUCTAHHS HayKoBux 6a3 gaHux. [NposBegeHo yine-
CrpsIMOBaHWI PYYHUV MOLLYK 719 BUSIBJIEHHST BuAaBLiB, HAYKOBUX YCTaHOB Ta opraHidauiu,
roB’sA3aHnX I3 BUAAHHAM XYpHasis y 4OCIAXYyBaHOMY perioHi. [JoaaTtkoBo BUKOPUCTAHO Hay-
KOBI 6a3u gaHux 4751 OoTpuMaHHs1 MetagaHmx, 3okpema ISSN, Lo O3BOINIO YTOYHUTU [QEH-
Tugbikayito BigrnoBigHnX BugaHe. AHania. OCHOBHY yBary npuginieHo rnogosiaHHIO OOMEXEHD,
MoB’si3aHnX i3 JOCTYNOM [O PecypciB, 30Kpema CauTiB y pOCiiCbKOMY JOMEHI, HE4OCTaTHbOK
IHOekcauiero XXypHasiB y MXXKHapoaHuX 6asax 1a ¢ghparMeHTOBaHICTIO [OCTYHOI iHgbopmMadii.
Lna komneHcauyii Uux 06MeXeHb 3acToCcOBaHO [OAAaTKOBI Migxoau, BKIIHOYaYy BUKOPUCTAaH-
Hs MPOQECIMHUX KOHTAKTIB, JIOKa/IbHUX aKkageMidHUX Mepex | 3icTaBsIeHHs JaHuX I3 PISHUX
xepern. Pe3ynbratn. OTpuMaHi pe3ynibTaty 3acBigyuiiv, Lo MNoEeaHAHHS PYyYHOro roLlyKy
Ta aHanidy gaHux i3 HaykoBux 6a3 [O3BOJISIE [NeHTUIKYBATHN HYaCcTUHY pPesieBaHTHUX ryo7ii-
Kauivi i yctaHoB. BogHo4ac 4ocTyn 4o MOBHOI, akTyasibHoI Ta cuctemMartn3oBaHoi iHgpopmavii
3a/IMLLAETLCS OOMEXEHUM, LLIO BIJIMBAE HA MOBHOTY BiATBOPEHHS HAYKOBOIo cepenosuLla
perioHy. BUCHOBKN. [JocnifkeHHs nigTBepaXye CKNaaHICTb aHaidy HayKoBOI fisiSIbHOCTI Ha
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OKYroBaHWX TEPUTOPISX Ta MiAKPECIIOE HEOOXIAHICTb BUKOPUCTAHHS aaanTuBHUX | 6araTtoko-
MIMOHEHTHUX METOANYHUX rigxo[iB. NoaarnbLui 4OCTIIXXEHHS, & TAKOX PO3LLIMPEHHST MIDKHapoLa-
HOI crniiBripayi € BaxxnmBuMu 47151 hopMyBaHHs1 OisibLL [MOBHOIO YSIB/IEHHS MPO CTaH HayKOBOI
chepu B Takmx yMoBax i 3abe3reqeHHs1 JOTPUMAaHHS MPUHYUMIB akageMidHoi JO6pOYEeCHOCTI

Knro4oBi cnoBa: HaykoBi XypHanu, peectpadisi ISSN, 6i61iomeTpudHu aHasi3, oKyroBa-
Hi TepUTOpPIi, Mi>XHapoaHe npaso, HAYKOMETPUYHI CUCTEMMU.
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